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Where It All Began

In early December, 1998, My Weekly published a feature about the
work of The European Children’s Trust, a charity who was asking
readers to send a Christmas card for a child in Romania. These
children all lived in orphanages and had nothing they could call

their own — everything they wore and the few toys that were in the
orphanage were owned communally.

A Christmas card would be special, something to treasure, something
to let them know that somewhere, someone was thinking about them
and caring about them. We even told them what to write — Sarbatori
Fericite, which translates as Happy Christmas.

My Weekly readers responded generously and sent thousands

of cards, but we also had several letters from readers telling us

that they felt sending a card was simply inadequate. They saw the
mountains of gifts their own grandchildren had been given and it
broke their hearts to think of children with nothing. Surely, they told

us, we could come up with a way to do something more.

Doing The Right Thing

The Editor at the time, Harrison

Watson, shared one of the
letters with the readers and
asked for suggestions. We
were contacted by Sally Wood-
Lamont, a librarian from
Edinburgh who was living in
Romania, setting up a medical
library at the University of Cluj
In Transylvania. Together, she
and Harrison decided to ask
the readers to send shoeboxes
of gifts for the children, with

a label on the outside to
indicate the gender and age the
contents were suitable for.
Sally would organise the
Romanian end of the operation,
identifying institutions where

the children were in need.
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feature that's been on

~ Dear Harrison, I've
read your article on

- Christmas cards for

‘Romania and yes, | will

- send some. There must
- be more we can do for

these children, though.
Most of your readers
are mothers or
grandmothers getting

- ready for Christmas,

buying presents for
bright-eyed kids who
can hardly wait for
Santa to come. Is there
any way our favourite

-magazine can organise

a collection of gifts to be
sent to Romania? I'm

~ sure most of the readers

would be able to
contribute in some way,
however small.

Is it not possible to

heating in the place or
at least provide some

- warm clothes? A lot of

your readers must knit
or crochet — how about
squares for blankets, or
warm jumpers? '
Come on, Harrison, do

- something. Just imagine
- if your small grandson

only received a
Christmas card in a cold

- bare
-  some of the
_ children withthe
~ Christmas cardsyou
- sentthem. | don'tknow
how it makes you feel,
butthere are tearsinmy

- wouldn’

. do somethin
~feall SN | - Something like
-my mind ever since.
- From Mrs B.J. Love of

Bastale- - -

orp

'Y Wwould break any of
8 ourhearts. And
you're right, we should
aboutit.

‘adopting the Romanian

~ orphans as a special
~ Millennium Project,
~ perhaps? Getting our

readers involved in
schemes and ideas to
provide a bumper
Christmas for those little
kids? . 5
And next Christmas
would be a good target.
It will be thetenth
anniversary of
Ceausgescu’s demise
and the discovery of the

~terrible plight of the

orphans. And our project
could help make it the
best Christmas ever for
those youngsters.

It's up to you — our
readers. What do you
think? Shall we give it a
go? Would you give us

_your help?

~ Why not write to me at
My Weekly, 185 Fleet

~ Street, London EC4

2HS. Tell us what you
think. Give us your ideas
on what we could do.
But don’t send

anything yet. Just let me
know you’re with us —
and together we’ll make
it happen.

Take care,
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Left. One of the babies S~ - The method? Filling a shoebox,

who will be treated until it : < like the reader above said, “just
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Marian Muller. Class 7B. Marian has problems with f\ R

is time fo go to the Foster Monica

nappy cream and House. for one Gllilll-" his family, so he spends all his holi vs in a foster
anything but very basic Below. Head of Departmen ) ; ; g
fooytti atre£1| aimost?wrr Dr. Carmen Culcitehi ﬂeft)" KL home. Partially sighted, he is gifted at drawing,
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with senior assistants.

existent. . e ® Address your shoeboxes to: My Weekly g
QALY 5 | Romanian Appeal, D.C.Thomson, 144 Port iﬁgg@%;g’gﬁﬁ;faggy in Ithe anything that made him sad, he said there was
I B Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 0HZ. We’ll be RECeaca it ﬁ 0\[‘3 nothing because he has learned to replace all
. printing a special label next week that you . Hﬂge 0 the child. You unpleasant thoughts with pleasant ones.
| can stick on your shoebox if you wish. The ¢37 choose from our list of Monica Godja. Class 4A. Monica likes school and
A parcels must reach us by August 30 suggestions to fill your box enjoys reading and drawing, though she wishes she were more
- ; - or any ideas of your own! talented at it. gets sad when she bumps into things and would
Maybe the family can help! like to have a chance to improve her sight. She wants to become a
masseuse, one of the few jobs available to the blind.
Lucian Mezei. Class 2B. Lucian is partially sighted. He has a good
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Target your contents at one child, as
regards age and sex. Don’t though, target a
child by name — no child must be left out.
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. grows up, she wants to be a teacher of the blind.

Turn 1o page 30 for some super My Weekly soft loys to make. They'd be ideal for including in your shoebox.

Making It Happen...

And so the first Shoebox Appeal was launched. Sally had identified two causes that would really benefit from

our help. The first was a school for around 250 blind and visually impaired children, the second a small
hospital where 40 little babies with Muscular Dystrophy were cared for. What impressed us about both
these places was that they were being run by dedicated, caring staff, who had to work within the constraints
of tiny budgets and almost nothing but the bare neccessities.

The boxes were to be sent to the DCT depot in Glasgow who would put them on pallets to be collected by
Hugh Ferguson, who organised charity transports to Eastern Europe. We printed labels for readers to cut
out and stick to their boxes so we could identify who they would be suitable for. And we invited readers to

donate to Medicaid, a charity hosting trips by medical professionals to improve their knowledge and skills.

) Helping Hand

MAKE IT A MILLION!
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S you read this ... I'll be on
holiday with my family in
Spain. My grandson, Elliot,

will be running about like a

Tellytubby in the sun. His laughing
face and every inch of vulnerable
skin will be covered in Factor 96 by
a loving and protective mum. His
dad will never be more than two
feet away, ready to save him from
every stumble. His uncle Neil has
bought him a football strip and, as
Neil rolis a ball to him, we’ll laugh
as he kicks it six inches, with all his
might, then applauds himself with

glee.

As you read this . . . Elliot's
granny will have done a tour of the
Fuengirola baby shops and come
back with all sorts of parcels. She’ll
give him one a day to open, with
great excitement, till they’'re all
finished, then she and his mum will

go and buy some more. His

grandad will pull funny faces to
make him laugh and he’'ll remember
when Elliot’'s mummy was that age,
& too, and loved just as Elliot is.

b Loved to bits.
As you read this . . . in Cluj, the
b, capital of Transylvania in Romania,
£ little babies are existing in a

primitive hospital. They are

8 desperately ill and, despite the
attentions of caring staff, they have
g little to love and few to love them.

¢ They have only basic food,
il equipment is sparse and, at times,

i the only nappies they have are rags
g of cloth that are washed and re-

. washed. We have pictures of these
¥ babies that would break your heart.
t  And descriptions like: Mircea
Caprar, 11 months old, abandoned.
Will go to the Foster House.. . .
Alexandru David, 3 months old.
abandoned by his mother. He was
found at the railway station . . .

Maria Tatar, 3 months old,

prematurely born. His mother is

uneducated and a minor. ..

Steliana Gabor, 11 months old,
weighed 3 pounds at birth, mother
has Addison’s disease. Will go 1o

the Foster House.

As you read this . . . in Cluj
School For The Blind, blind and
partially-sighted children are
existing in primitive conditions. The |
facilities are poor, they have
nowhere to play and little to play
- with. They would love to learn skills
but will end up making cardboard
boxes. They love music, but have

few radios or cassettes or

instruments. They often have no
soap or facecloth, or a toothbrush
or comb to call their own. We have
pictures of these children. Despite
their plight, they are full of hope:

I .am always happy when | am
with Granny whom | love very much
.. . | would like a robot and maybe
in future to be a cook . . . | like to
make up poems. and | make good
B cakes! When | am grown up | want
to be a doctor . . . | want to become
a policewoman and to travel and
visit other countries . ., | am sad
when other children laugh at me
W because | can't see, but | am going
to learn and someday make
§ furniture in a factory.

These children need help.
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