My Weekly

Waifs Of Hill St

The ramshackle collection of houses and huts

that make up the gypsy community of Hill Street

In Tirgu Mures was a stark introduction to

another aspect of Romanian society. This shanty

town was home to desperately poor people who

survived by scavenging on refuse dumps.

Initially we helped out with a twice-weekly soup

run, but went on to build a Daycare Centre for

pre-school children, who were normally left in the

camp during the day in the care of older siblings

or to fend for themselves. The children would

be given a nursery education and a good meal,

but the centre would also contain a laundry and

washing facilities. They would learn to listen, be

polite, share and all the other lessons they'd

need in order to cope with mainstream school.

OW well | remember when we first
‘went to the town of Targu Mures,
Romania to visif the gypsy vilage
they call Hill Street. Our contact was
Kristl Killian, a young American
woman who worked in a children’s hospital.
Kristl had been touched by the desperate
cconditions in Hill Street and had pledged fo
help the children and mothers who were living
in conditions of abject poverty.

Kristl's description of her first sight of the
village had a profound effect on all of us.

It was a very severe winter. We drove up a
dirt road of ice and mud fo a cluster of 40

‘shanty houses. They were like sheds, with walls
of mud and straw, A group of children
gathered round my friend Lumi and me,
grabbing our hands and smiling.

The shack we were headed for had dirt
floors. On a bed, with only a coat to cover her
in those freezing conditions, lay a woman, thin
and ill. She was coughing strenuously. All
around her sat children. The youngest had no
socks or shoes on his feet.

Snow was failing heavily outside a window
with no glass. A small woodstove filled the
room with fumes but little heat.

Tunde, the woman, was dying of TB. Her
seven children were beautiful, with curly hair
and bright smiles. The smallest, Levi, stole our
hearts as he wrapped his arms around Lumi’s
knees and looked up at her.

His feet were as cold as ice.

It's hard fo believe that was six years ago.
Your donations and the soup run you financed
have done so much to help the people of Hill
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The children of Hill Stroet
faced a future of grinding
poverty, social exclus on
and hopelessness. Bu ' your
donations are chang ng
all that.

"~ By Harrison Watson

Street, and build up trust between them and
the volunteers who want to help.

One outstanding achievement was to
provide a course of basic adult education for
some of the mothers. Our idea was o enable
and encourage them to send their children to
school. Only a very few already did so.

The course proved popular
and did help. But apathy from
the fathers, lack of basic
hygiene and the expense of
equipping the children for
school limited progress.

| remember one such child,
lliana. She was six years old and
her eyes were masked by
sadness. The clothes she wore
were second, third or fourth
hand. She had no shoes and her
feet were as tough as leather.

You had to be tough to survive B
in Hill Street, close to the city
dumps where lliana and her
friends scavenged for
cardboard boxes to sell to the shops in town
for food for their families. They scavenged
when they should have been at school.

ND I'm sure you remember the recent
project we started, with your kind
donations, to help girls and boys like
lliana - the building of a day centre for the
pre-school children. '
It included a kitchen to make nourishing
food - a vast improvement on the basic soup
runs - a nursery to prepare them for going to

Susan can't resist joining in.

school, a washroom to teach them « leanliness

and hygiene, and laundry facilities > wash
their clothes.

What a difference we hoped to maike forthe
children. The only facility for the coc ing and
washing needs for the whole of Hill Sireet
village is a solitary standpipe. Very young

_ " children are often left in the care

- of siblings or to fend for

e themselves.

. The day centre should make d
L long term difference to this

struggling community. Care will

be provided for the under fives

1 and educational programmes

developed for older children and

adults.

% On our visit this year we were

taken by Ibi, who runs the centre,

to see the completed building.

The children now go there five
days a week, morning and

afternoon.

The building itself is excellent

~and well equipped. We could see that our
readers’ money had been well spent. There's
a large garden for the children’s outside
activities. And, as luck would have it, the day
we went they were having a birthday party fof
one of the children.

You can see from photographer Gordon’s
pictures how much the children and staff were
enjoying themselves. (So were My Weekly
Fashion Editor Susan Anderson and my wifé
valt) !

You would not believe these were the same

l

i

. have becn given.

fo the Centre for advice on childcare.
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It's been all hands on deck in our
shoebox depot and almost all your
boxes are packed into cartons and

ready to start their journey to
Romania, so a special thank u to
Hal“ lthe :l'ar% v;orkor'sltharm. |
elping Hand Appeal is still going
strong, though. At the moment the
total stands at an amazing £44,000,
but it would be wonderful if we
could reach our target of £50,000,
so keep those donations coming.
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lona House, ready and walting.

Hm Street with
lnd flowers.
house is now ready and able to visit the children the first graduation Magnus M"‘;‘m’
E waiting, the children have  and take gifts for them ceremony,” he says. wmmmww
been selected and it's and the other children in  “Kristl, the aid worker,
\/OU may remember a just a question of getting  the hospital. As you can had organised diploma
1 few weeks ago we the paperwork see from the pictures, certificates and flowers
lold you about Magnus completed. It won't be they were delighted to for each lady and they
MacFarlane-Barrow and  long until these see him| had all dressed up for the
the work of Scotland youngsters will have a ‘While he was there, occasion. It was probably
al Relief to loving and caring Magnus also visited the the first time In their lives
Mde a home for environment to call  Adult Literacy Scheme that they've received
ten abandoned .~ WAY w@e home. we are financing in Hill for something
children who e #\  Onarecent  Street, arundownarea  they've done and they
are HIV 4\ trip to of Tirgu Mures. were s0 proud.
%hve Romania, “| was fortunate “I believe that the
‘Well, the uS W enough to be present for  building of their self-
. esteem has been as
important as learning to

read and write. It has

all our expectations.”
Although the shoebox
campaign is now
finished, you can still
send a donation 1o help
with lona House, the Hill
Street Adult Literacy
Scheme and many more  line on 0800 318846, and
projects that we have in have your card details
the pipeline to help the ready.
youngsters. administration costs are
Send a cheque or met by My Weekly, you
postal order (please do can be assured that
not send cash), made every penny you send is
payable to My Weekly used to help people who
Helping Hand Appeal, need it in Romania. B

children we were used to seeing in the gypsy
camp. The were clean, hair brushed and
well-dresse . The little girls' party froc
pretty and olourful, with their frills and pleais‘-
and flounc s, And the bright ribbons in their
hair spun ¢ d bounced as they danced with
the boys v > were unrecognisable from the
ragamuffir - of the village sireet. (We just loved
the two lac - in the waistcoats and hesl)

And the. vere so well behaved. One little
girl chastis -1 a boy for ]umpmg on the
bouncy c: ie when we arrived. “Mihai! We
have gue

Unbelie: et s

In the p!-asant dining area, we Ietersaw the tal
children 1. king into their meal. =
They were using knives and forks,
being tauht how to eat properly
-all part <7 the re-education,
rehabilitc on process that's going
on here.

Ibi and " er brother Misha, who
helps in 1= day-to-day run of
the centr-  are trying to inve
ihe child: n's mothers and .
families - much as possible. For
the veniu: > to be a success,
things lec ned here must be
reinforce ' at home. :

The mc ers aretoldthe
‘youngste (s must come to the
Cenfre c'-an and fidily dressed.
They hav- been given soap and
toothbru- =s to use at home. They are asked
fo help t! = children with any Pfolec“*ha\’

learnlng diffieultles Here they may Ieuve aﬂer
a few years not even knowing how to read or

wite. Yet almost all are capable of going fo e were nchanted by he hiren's dancing dspiy

aﬁheugh ﬁ’s net enough to buy T th6 books

)

2 qnd heishe must be allowed

The mcihers are also encouraged fo come

‘Sometimes the dads come
big step s they believe | M
‘too much attention to their child

So, there is hope that these: Iiﬂle_@ﬂea.vﬁl‘l
have a better chance in life mandhélrbx“ofhew LS
and sisters before them. LS

A most wonderful indicator oﬁh" that h :
ﬂrst of the Day Centre ycsuhgslél's a <

know we are going to ki
clothes, books and pencils

financed looks like being @ very : -;' 3
meaningful success. But should westop -

there? Will the Day Centre alone solve the ;:l =
Problems of the children o '1'3'1'991‘? Pt H@WT. HEI'P ation for this and
There are over 140 children Y 1 i mmadon 5

I Ly & .I . a
Village. Eighty are under seven ears pr fe??ca:hs:hni?dg
Partly through our help, 20 ch ¢

S O, this wonderful project you have.  ""

Parents to realise the importance
©f education and the need to hel Ihote InneediniEame
Children integrate properly into the. sched- |; = Al O S S e
Systemn, e —————

normal schools. But there are ¢« ble: ly Weekl WHE:I:;{M
Problems with their lack of appropriate social | et
bahuvlour " = L o
This is where the new Day Centre will make: a retHMocsts o
huge difference in preparing e '"m tar: wfangmmd
School life. The staff will also counsel ﬁ"genm ; spenfhelplng

Happiness is . . . playing on & swing

—Helping Hand Appeal 2(

) HOEBOXES FOR ROMANIA 2001

Your kindness helped these girls, abandoned
in @ Romanian hospital, grow up — and marry!

ackin 1999, My after finding a ward full of House is thriving. Earlier
Weekly launched a abandoned children with HIV. this year, three of the-
charity appeal in the “Two things I'll always girls married — a sign of
magazine forreaders  remember about that ward—the  just how much these

to send shoeboxes to Romanian  stench, and the total silence., children’s lives have been
orphans. It was only intended to  Afterwards, someone explained transformed over the years.
be a one-off, but you took the that if you leave a child long Sisters, Anamaria and
project to your hearts, and we're  enough, it will give up even 1ldi, married two brothers
proud to say the Helping Hand  crying,” recalls Magnus. in a beautiful civil
Appeal is still going strong Magnus returned home ceremony in the grounds
almost a decade later. determined to help those of Iona House. The

Just one of the amazing children and, in 2000, with your  following day Adela had a
projects which your donations help, Iona House opened. It traditional Romanian
helped fund was Iona Housein  offered children who had wedding ceremony. Her
Targu Mures, Romania. Founder effectively been left to die a proud sponsor, Dragon’s
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Duncan
Bannatyne

of Scottish International Relief,  chance of a fulfilling life. Den judge Duncan Bannatyne,
Magnus McFarlane Barrow, Now, thanks to your and gave her away. Both happy
opened the children’s home others’ generous support, Iona  occasions are a tribute to the

Our little efforts, our little acts of love,
can help to produce heautiful results

5" . people who have
- poured love and
- dedication into
giving these
children a good life
after their terribly
unhappy early years,
Magnus was proud to attend
the weddings. “Every day, our
work is allowing miracles to
happen and lives to be
transformed,” he explains.
“Often, though, these things
happen far away, out of our
sight. These weddings were
different because this miraculous
story has unfolded over many

Magnus
congratulates

Forgotten Kids

“When | walked in, there was total silence. I've
never walked into a room of 50 silent children,
but if children are ignored for long enough, they
will eventually stop crying.”

These were the words of Magnus MacFarlane-
Barrow, head of Scottish International Relief,
which later became Mary’s Meals, when he

told us about visiting a hospital ward full of
abandoned children who were HIV-positive. He
was determined these children would be moved
to a place where they would know love and care.
We gave a donation to help to set up lona House
and the first 10 children were moved in. With
care and good food they began to flourish.

A second house opened, called Bannatyne House
as Duncan Bannatyne was a major benefactor.

This time we helped furnish the home.

years, in front of the eyes of

those lucky enough to know
these young people.

“I remember the party in the
garden of lona House to
celebrate its opening. So much
was new to the children — some
didn’t know how to use

knives and forks. That

evening someone
put on music in the
attic of Jona House
and threw open the
windows. As a big
orange sun sank
behind the fruit trees,
some of the adults began to
teach the children how to dance
in the garden below.

“I’'m pleased to say dancing
was very much in evidence
again at the weddings! The
brides were radiantly beautiful
and it was wonderful to see them
dancing with their proud new
husbands and their friends who
have grown up with them.”

The new Mr and
Mrs Socosan —
tlmes two'

SN .'l e )"\b

That these girls’ lives have
been transformed to such a
degree is largely thanks to
Magnus and the wonderful staff
at lona House — but none of it
could have been achieved without
your help through donations.
Magnus is keen to point out how
much difference you have made,
not only to the children of Iona
House, but to many others.

“Some are only alive because
of you; some are only in school
| because of you; others will get

jobs, get married and have
families because of you.
“I think it is hard for us to

| believe sometimes that our little
efforts, our little acts of love,
can help produce such beautiful
results, but they really can. I've
seen it with my own eyes.”
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) Helping Hand

MAKE IT A MILLION!

Helping Hand Appeal [

LOOK HOW FAR

THEY'VE COME...

Ibi Ungur runs lona House
‘and is enormously proud
of all “her” children.
“When we first began
the prolwt we probab[y
felt that- we were building
ahospice,” she says. “A
place where these sick

e

Sick Children

When we encountered the formidable

force of Sister Aloysius from Lawside

convent in Dundee, she showed

us around the Budimex Children’s

and neglected children
could come and enjoy the
time they had left.
“Now, we are facing
‘the wonderful challenge
of how to help those who
are able to achieve
greater independence,

Hospital in Bucharest where she was
helping to care for the children. We

refurbished operating theatres, installed

air conditioning, replaced windows,

‘,Hi”é

ThlS Year S Chamty Appea,l

refurbished the cancer wards, replaced

Next month we will
be launching a new
appeal to help
children in Liberia,

old plumbing, refurbished intensive care,

West Africa, Civil S e ot they moddl iInstalled an oxygen system and put in
war ravaged Liberia In recent years, Ibi has
between 1989 and -_:found apartments close , ]
2003 and 14 years by for those able to try new doors, as the old ones weren’t wide
of fighting has left out living lndemdently
the country in They still come each day .
economic ruin with ito IonaHousetoworkon enough tO get a hOSpIta| bed th rough y
more than a million peopie dlsplaced from their homes. home industries that
Together we will work with Scottish International Relief to :'have been set up. . ] ]
help run a feeding project in schools to encourage the g T!!P recent weddings % SO C h | Id ren h ad to be I |fted fro m th e
children, many of whom are former child soldiers, back to have been the icing on 2
education to help them build a better life. Watch out for the the cake for Ibi. “I'm so 2
launch of our appeal in our October 24 issue and find out ~ happy and so proud,” she 7 0O pe ratl N g ta b I e or put on StretC h ers to b e
how you can help to make a difference. told us. é
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taken back to the ward.
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Also at the Budimex Hospital, sad places to
 wisit were the cancer wara wbere
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AST YEAR we taldyau abounbe wonymg
state of the operating theatres for the very sick
children of the Budimex Hospital in Bucbm_
lgfgmm; with cracked tiles on floors and walls,
t}:qr were more of a danger to health than a means
of saving babies’ lives. Ancient sterilisation
pment and scrub up facilities for the nurses and
.mrgeom made things even worse. Operating tables
and other essential equipment are over 30 years old.

The Helping Hand Appeal has already modernised
maftbemalkrtbem So, we decided to take
on, in your name, one of the major ones.

1t was a huge task. Windows and doors needed
replacing, as did all the electrical wiring and
lighting — and the vital oxygen systems.

We installed air conditioning, because the summer
heat can cause haemorrhaging in small children.
Sometimes critical operations were cancelled because
of the weather.

- New antibacterial tiling was fitted and the theatre
is now completely dust free — important for ear, nose
and throat operations.

The plumbing was completely modernised with
new washhand basins and toilet facilities. New
heating was installed.

The post-op recovery room was given the same . b 3
treatment. ' o -l

We were shown round on our visit this year by two
surgeon brothers — the doctors Secheli. What a
difference! One of the new windows was opened to
admit the sound of singing from the little church
outside, as if in celebration of our readers’ kindness
and humanity. We felt very proud of you all.

Wmderﬁd work has been done here and it is
‘much appreciated.

Appeal for Romania

= ﬂfﬁ' not the pﬁc& yau’d wamt yaurmm’f_f‘_ y ill
child to be Especially when you have to stay
overniht and e o b bed, 1o

/, aged 9, has leukaemia.

excnd: u,

I_ otsber pro_yam,; please make out a cl:eque or postal
1g Hand Appeal. Send it to My Weekly Appeal, 80
{ 8SL. Not a penny will be wasted. That's our promise.

als for Romania 2004
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